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Chairman Pryce, Representative Maloney, and members of the subcommittee, | am
Edward H. Able, Jr., the President and CEO of American Association of Museums. | am
pleased to have the opportunity to appear before you to talk about the actions museums
have taken to determine how to pursue the cleansing of our collections of any objects
looted by the Nazis without subsequent restitution, to create and use tools and training
to do the provenance research needed, to do that research, and to get the results of the
research out to the public, including possible claimants of those objects.

The American Association of Museums (AAM), headquartered in Washington D.C., is
the national service organization that represents and addresses the needs of museums
to enhance their ability to serve the public. AAM establishes and disseminates
information on current standards and best practices and provides professional
development for museum professionals to ensure that museums have the capacity to
contribute to life-long education in its broadest sense and to protect and preserve our
shared cultural heritage. Since its founding in 1906, AAM has grown to more than
20,000 members across the United States — including over 16,500 individual members
and more than 3,100 museums and other cultural organizations.

Background

As you know, from 1933-45, the Nazi regime looted art objects and other cultural
property throughout Europe for a variety of purposes. Because of the complexity of this
subject, | am providing, as an attachment to this testimony and for the record, a more
detailed account entitled “U.S. Museums and the Nazi-Era Assets Issue” which we
provided to the media when we opened the Nazi-Era Provenance Internet Portal in
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